
WATCE COUNTY IN THE GENE= COWRTS OF JUSTTCE 
SUPERIOR COURT DMSSON 

N ORTI-I CAROLINA 10 CVS 

TTfTj3 NORT1-T CAROLINA STATE BAR, ) 
PF,TJTIONER, 1 

1 
V. ) CONSENT ORDER OF 

) PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 
PAUI, P. ,HUFFMIAN, 

RIiSPONDENT. 
1 
1 

THIS ,MA.TTER came on to be heard mcl was beard by the undersigned Judge of 
Superior Court of! Wake County on motion of Petitioner, the No.rth, Cal-olir~a State Bar. 
petitioner was xqlxesented by Katl~erine E. Jean. Rcsponden~, Paul F. I<~tffm.an, was,not 
veprescntcd by counsel. Based upon the oo.n.sei~t of tlie parties, the C O L ~ J . ~  makes thc 
following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

3..  Respond.ent, Paul F. I:Iuffim.as~ ('cJ-I~~E;fil~an"), was licei~sed to practi,ce law ill 
Nort11 ~aro l ina  or:, May 16, 1.997. 

2. As of the datc of this peti.tioli, Hu~fiiian's l.ast lcnown a,ddress of record on file 
with rl~e North. Cikrolina State Bar is 805 State Palm Road, Suite 202, Boone, Nod11 
Carolina 28607. 

3. The St;nte Bar's prelimit~ary i~ivestiga.ti.on ii-tdicates that Huffm.il11 has 
misl~aiiclled client f~ t~3 .d~ that w a s  deposited b3,to an attorney tnrst account. 

4. 19~1ffin.,m desires to cooperate with the State Bar. 

5 .  h neecl. for prompt action exists to ensure tliat enl~~tsted funds axe JI .O~ 

lnislzandled in the: future. 

13ased L I ~ O ~  tl3.e foregoing Findings of Fact, the Court tmzkes the fo1Iowin.g 

CONCLUSIONS OF TAW 

1. Promp~: action, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 84-28(f), is necessary to preserve 
the s ~ ~ t u s  quo while the State Bar con.clucts an analysis of 13ufiman's trust al-rd operating 
accounts a11.d to e:nsu.re that client f i~~ds  are not mishandl.ed. 



2. I3u:ffine.n sbonld be enjoil3,ed from accept5ng any :hrther f~inds froin or on 
behalf of cliei~ts or otl~er individua1.s in a fiducislxy capacity, fi:om writing cb.ecks against 
any account in which client or fiduciary fi~nds have been deposited, and fi-om directing or 
per1nitti~1.g any cn:lployee 01: agent to withdraw funds corn and/or to draw any checks or 
other instt-~~mes~ts .u,pon. any account in. which client 01- fiducia~.y :funds havc been, 
deposited until an d unless expressly permitted by subsequent orders of the Court. 

3. To assi st the State Bar's anaIysis of his trust and operating acco~~iits, Huf Eman 
should provide the State Bar with records of all accounts hi w11i.ch client or fiducjaly 
:fi~i~.ds have been d.eposited and with all client files requested by the State Bar as set forth 
below. 

1TTERE!FC),RE, IT J.S HEREBY ORDEWD: 

1. .Paul F, IE-Iuffinrtn is enjoined fToi11 accepting or rece%ving any f~mds from ciiel~ts 
01: third parties in a fidu~iaiy capacity, Earn withdrawing as3.y f~lnds from andlox drawing 
silly chccks or other instrluncnts against any account in wllich client or fiduciary ,funds 
1ia.v~ bee13 deposited and from dj.s:ecting or pennittiting any employee or agent to withdxaw 
funds f r o t ~ ~  and/or to draw any checlcs or other instru~~leilts upon an,y accortnt in wh,i.ch 
client or fiduciary= funds have been deposited ui~til and unl,ess ex,pressly perm.itted by 
subsequent order!:, of thc COW- 

2. Huffinrm or ally other person having custody or control of rccolds r:eJating to 
any accoui~t into .wh.ich client or fidu.ciary funds have been deposited shall ilmedi.ately 
produce to the North Caro1h1.a State Bar for inspection and cobying all of Huffinan's 
financi.al records ,:elating to any account into iwhh  client or fiduciary funds have beet1 
deposited, hcluding, but not limited to ba:& statements, canceled checks, deposit slips, 
client ledger cards, check stubs, debit memos and any other records relating to t,he receipt 
and disbursemeill: of c1.i et~t and/or fiduciary fimds. 

3. Hufi,nrat~ or any other person having custody or control over records relating to 
pcrsons or es~tities for whom H~rffi-lllan has provided legal services shall produce to thc 
North Carolina State Bar o r  inspection and copying all records aud docrunmts relating to 
each such person or entity inclu.&ing but not limited to client fil.es, billing statements, 
memoranda and ozceipts. Docrtmes~~s relating to current cliei~ts shall be produced wi,tb.j,n 
24 hours of dema:nd by the Statte Bar. Documents rel.ating to closed client files shall be 
produced within. 3 days o f  de.mai3.d by tbe State Bar. 

4. If Huff~nan does not have possessiot~ of the minj.muin records I-equirecl to be 
~na.i~itaiized regarcling trust and fid~rciary funds pursuai~t to Rule 1.1.5-3 of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct, he shall direct the bdc(s) where his bank account(s) are 
maintailled, within 10 days of the date of this orcler, to copy at~d transmit any such 
missing records directly to the North Carol.is3.a State Bar at 13uffm.asn's expense. 



5. I-J~ufham shall riot serve in any fiduciary capacity, including ,ti:~lstee, escrow 
agent, per-sonal represen.tative, executor or attorney-in-.Fact untl.l and unless be i s  
pern~itted to do so by order of this Court 

6 .  Tllis Consetlt Ordcr of f  reli.lninary hju~nction shall ren~ai i~ in effect ~ ~ n t i l  
furtlier order: o:F this Court. 

T H I S  the2/*day of ,2010. 

WE CONSENT: 

Respondent 

- 
Kal;l~.errine E. Jea.rl 
Attontey fo:r Peti1:ioncr 
Thc North Carolina State Bar 


